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COVER STORY

LIAM DIAS

The upcoming FIFA World Cup 2022 is going to be 
one like no other. There’s nothing ordinary about it. 
It’s the first time that an Arab country — Qatar — will 
host the biggest sporting event in the world. Of course, 
that’s come at a reported cost of an unimaginable 
$220 billion. The tournament will be held from 
November 20 to December 18 across eight state-
of-the-art stadiums and the entire country is 
gearing up to showcase its luxury. Hamad 
International Airport in Doha is ready to 
be one of the busiest airports, expected 
to have a steady in-flow of visitors with 
over 1300 flights a day.

At some point, after the years of 
brouhaha about the first World Cup to 
be held in the winter relents, football 
will have to take centre stage. And 
we’re in for a treat. The world has 
been through a lot since the last 
FIFA World Cup in Russia. We’ve 
survived the lockdowns caused by 
the Covid-19 pandemic. Oh yes, 
Russia has gone to war with Ukraine, 
Donald Trump is no longer president 
of USA, Roger Federer retired from 
tennis and Rafael Nadal became the 
first man to win 22 Gram Slam titles. 
Lest we forget, Christian Eriksen 
suffered a cardiac arrest on the field, 
mulled retirement and then made 
a return to the highest level of 
football.

So yes, this World Cup is bound 
to be different, because the world 
as we know it, is different. 
What will remain the same is 
the passion on the field at this 
quadrennial extravaganza. 
The Teenager Today takes 
a look at the top five 
youngsters who can light up 
the field in their respective 
countries’ quest to win the 
coveted trophy. 

 
Phil Foden 
Position: Attacking 
midfielder 
Age: 22 
Country: England 
 
England are not Manchester 
City. But two-thirds of the 
City forward line when they beat 
their city rivals Manchester United 
6-3 were English — Foden on the 
right with Jack Grealish on the 
left. Though prolific forward 
Erling Haaland is Norwegian, 
in Harry Kane, England have 
a world-class centre-forward, 
too. Foden is a generational 
talent. Coach Pep Guardiola 
picked up on that soon after 
arriving at City and he has 
carefully nurtured Foden. 
England, too, have always ©
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MUSIC

According to Indian mythology, if your kitchenware 
bang against each other and make a sound, it’s a sign 
that there’s gonna be a quarrel in the house! 

Meet Noisy Pots, a band based out of Prague, Czech 
Republic. Originally three members, they came onto 
the music scene in 2014 with their “DIY kitchen 
electro” style of music. They use an acoustic 
sound of pots, buckets, cans and 
other items from the kitchen and 
garage combined with live 
synths, samples, vibraphones 
and vocals, which when 
put together deliver a 
unique and unusual 
sonic timbre. Noisy 
Pots now consists 
of two members, 
Jakub Tengler 
who plays drums 
and percussion 
made out of different 
kinds of household 
instruments, and 
Michal Supak who 
plays the synthesizer 
and handles techno and 
electronic beats. If you 
pick any track from 
their album, it feels as 
if they got the vibe of 
how Pushpa (from the 
film Pushpa - The Rise 
Part 01) pushed the 
barriers with all those 
raw cultural earthy 
sounds. If you watch 
their video, Rebeko, 
you will see how the 
whirring sound of 
a washing machine 
motor, the beating 
of the inner washing 
machine tub, striking 
a wash basin or even 
starting a mixer-grinder 
can produce ethereal 
sounds.

The duo was in 
Mumbai in September 
2022 at the All About 
Music conference 
where they performed 
a 20-minute set of 
their music. VERUS 
FERREIRA met up with 

the duo, who also performed in Pune, to know more 
about their music.  

Verus Ferreira: Is this your first visit to India? 
Jakub Tengler: Yes, this is our first visit to India, and it is 
a big adventure for us. We would love to come back and 

do more shows if we get a chance. 

VF: Have you heard Indian 
music? 

JT: Speaking of Indian music, 
we love the traditional 

and more folk music, we 
are searching for new 

inspiration and tips on 
what to listen to. We 
came across a little 
bit about how Indian 
rhythmic patterns 
and ragas work and 

got to know that this is a 
really deep topic to talk 
on and wanna explore 
more.

 
VF: How did 
the concept of 
creating music from 
kitchenware or 
household things come 
to you? 
JT: Ten years back, I was 
looking for new sounds 
and while I was in New 
York I saw these street 
drum players using 
buckets as drums, so I 
thought about working 
on these sounds in a 
solo project. I wanted 
to add more sounds, 
so I experimented with 
pans and pots in my 
house and it turned 
out to be a really good 
melody. Then I asked 
a friend of mine, Emil 
Machain, to collaborate 
with me and we started 
playing as a duo. We got 
an invitation to play at 
the biggest festival in 
the Czech Republic. It 
was a huge opportunity 
for us, and we wanted 
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first-hand rice beer is offered to Misi Saljong and Minima 
Kiri Rokime and poured over the gongs, the agricultural 
implements and the new crops, as arranged for the 
function. This is accompanied by the chanting of a series 
of incantations. After the function is over, everyone eats 
food, followed by dancing and singing all night long by 
the young and old to the rhythmic beating of drums. 

The dancers form two parallel lines — one of men 
and the other of women — both groups turning up in 
their festive regalia. Women dress in vibrant colourful 
garments called Dakmanda, Daksari or Gando and wear 

FESTIVALS

EuGInIA LALOO, FMA

T
he North East of India, with its varied ethnic 
groups, customs, languages and dresses, has many 
unique festivals. Agriculture being the main source 
of livelihood of the region, most of the festivals 

are linked to agricultural activities, particularly the 
harvesting time, and these feasts are celebrated with 
great joy and pride. The Wangala Festival of Meghalaya 
is the biggest and most popular festival of the Garo tribe 
and is celebrated as the last, but not in any measure the 
least, of the agricultural ceremonies of the year. It is a 
post-harvest festival of thanksgiving held in honour 
of the deities Misi Saljong and Minima Kiri Rokime who 
the people believe have blessed them with an opulent 
harvest during the year. The festival takes place in 
October or November. It is observed as a “send-off 
ceremony” to bid farewell to the deities who after the 
harvest would return to their respective homeland 
somewhere beyond the universe. 

After harvest, the annual dance of joy and thanksgiving 
commences with a ritual called the Rugala, performed by 
the Nokma, the village headman or the Chief. He displays 
a variety of his valuable gongs in rows in a rectangular 
shape and lines them up one after the other and covers 
them all with long banana leaves from one end to the 
other. All agricultural implements are placed beside the 
central post of the house known as maljuri. Then, the 

The Rugala ceremony performed by the Nokma, the village chief. 

Wangala
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TRIBUTE

I
n order to maintain 
fine health, it is 
important to have perfect 
synchronisation between 

the mind, body and spirit. 
Shakespeare remarked, “Laugh away 
your blues”, hence humour and comedy 
is essential for a wonderful life which is 
short and momentary. It is believed that 
laughter is the best medicine to cure all 
illnesses, particularly psychosomatic 
ailments, and also enhances complete 
blood circulation in the body. Here I would 
like to draw your attention to India’s most 
funny man, Raju Srivastav, who left for 
his heavenly abode after battling for his 
life for more than a month at All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in 
New Delhi. Raju suffered a heart attack 
on 10 August while he was at the gym; he 
underwent an angioplasty and was kept 
on a ventilator for a long time, and did not 
regain consciousness. While he entertained 
the whole world with his reality-based 
humour, it is sad he had to make an 
early exit at the age of 58.

Satya Prakash Srivastava, popularly 
known as Raju Srivastav, was an acclaimed 
comedian, actor and politician. Born on 
25 December 1963 in Kanpur to Ramesh 
Chandra and Saraswati Srivastav, Raju 
developed a passion for acting and mimicry 
at an early age, often imitating his friends 
and relatives with a comic touch. During his 
formative days, while in school, he used to 
wonder why a particular guy would attract 
the attention of girls. With his humorous 
anecdotes, he felt that he too was capable 
of this. He started imitating his teachers, 
especially a teacher who was a goiter 
patient who could hardly move his head. A 
complaint reached the principal and Raju 
was summoned to his office. The young Raju 
imitated the teacher again in the presence of 

Guru VIJAY ShAnKEr
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WIRED

The ‘Ribo’ is a robotic solution for those looking to enjoy a bit of digital companionship. 
It “embraces” your smartphone and displays expressions that seem to convey your 
smartphone’s feelings while separated from your hands. Half desktop pet and half 
smartphone dock, Ribo expresses emotions through its eyes displayed on a circular screen 
that serves as its face. The “tummy” of the robot is where you can slot your smartphone 
in. Inserting a charging cable turns Ribo into a charging station when needed. If you hold 
both of its hands in yours, it can take ECG readings that will be displayed on your phone 
and on its LCD display. Compared to smart docks with wireless charging and advanced 
features, Ribo might seem lacking, but what it offers is a more personal and approachable 
connection with technology.

 
 

The Foot Mouse by Califor Design is designed for people who 
are unable to use their hands due to disability or a neurological 
condition. Winner of the Red Dot Design Concept Award 2022, 
the Foot Mouse transfers control to the feet, allowing the user to 
navigate and click by resting a foot on it. The left and right keys 
are designed to be operated with the toes. The scrolling function 
is activated when the left and right buttons are simultaneously 
pressed, and deactivated when one of the left or right keys is 
released. “The concave design of the mouse’s top surface is 

combined with human-machine engineering principles to ergonomically fit 
the complex curvature under the foot, ensuring a stable and comfortable user 
experience,” says Califor Design. “Foot Mouse is designed to fit feet of any 
width and size and to provide anti-fatigue support for extended periods of use.”

Destiny Lights is a kind of social network 
in which users can explore ideas and 
exchange messages. Express your thoughts, 
ideas and anything you want to vent in the 
form of ‘lanterns’. You can also anonymously 
post lanterns. These lanterns fly around 
the world, and fellow users can catch them 
and read your message. You can read other 
lanterns and like, save or leave a comment 
on them. The author will be able to receive 
and reply to comments on his/her lantern. 
The more likes it gets, the faster your lantern 
flies around and reaches different locations. 
If a lantern reaches 370 cities, it is included in 
the Top 50 lanterns in the app. If you find a 
lantern in a foreign language, it has a built-in 
translator, too. The app also lets you see how 
many people have read your update across 
the world. Free for Android.

 

Instagram stores a history of 
all your liked posts, a handy 
feature that lets you look back 
at the photos and videos you 
liked over time. Open the 
Instagram app. Go to the profile 
tab and tap the three horizontal 
lines. Select Your Activity. Tap 
on Interactions > Likes. Now 
you can see the 300 most recent 
posts you liked ranked from 
newest to oldest. Use the Sort 
& Filter option to sort the posts 
based on author, start date and 
end date.
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