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W
hile our men’s cricket team 
could not win the last Asia 
Cup, our women beat Sri 
Lanka to emerge as the 

Asian Champions. No wonder the 
Board of Control for Cricket in 
India had to rethink about the 
remuneration being extended 
to the ladies and bring it at par 
with their male counterparts. 
Under a changed leadership at 
the BCCI from Saurav Ganguly 
to Roger Binny, and in the 
women’s team from Mithali Raj to 
Harmanpreet Kaur, our women’s 
cricket team is destined to attain 
new heights.

The above statement is in no way 
meant to demean the forerunners. 
In fact, the age of Mithali Raj’s 
leadership did see the Indian 
women achieve what they had never 
achieved before while Saurav’s 
Board took a radical decision to 
set the ball rolling for a women’s 
IPL. However, the leadership of 
the Indian team will now have a 
different colour under Harmanpreet; 
Mithali was always a cool customer 
where the emotions were never as 
demonstrative as one can expect 
from the new leader. The softer 
side of Harmanpreet Kaur, 
however, could be seen in her 
tears when Jhulan Goswami 
played her last match 
for India.

GP CAPT ACHCHYUT KUMAR

and then made her T20 debut two months later 
against England. Harmanpreet’s first coach was 

her father who was himself a basketball and 
volleyball player. Subsequently, she got her 

formal cricket coaching from Kamaldeep 
Singh Sodhi when she joined the Gian Jyoti 
School Academy.

Harmanpreet found a place in her State 
team of Punjab for the first time during 
the 2006-2007 season. Eight seasons later, 

she moved into the Railways’ team once 
she was employed in that organisation. 

Initially, her coach wanted her to be 
a pace bowler, but then sensing 

that it would be difficult to 
displace some of the existing 

pace bowlers in the Indian 
team, he diverted 

Harmanpreet’s talent 
to batting and an 
off-spin bowler. So 

having established her 
credentials as a batting all-rounder, 
Harmanpreet became the first Indian 
female cricketer to become a part of the 
Big Bash League of Australia as a team 
member of the Sydney Thunder.

Harmanpreet made her Test 
debut against England in August 
2014 but has a rather dismal Test 
career batting record. It could be 
primarily because she has played 
too few Test matches to show 
her real capability to the world. 
Having played in just three 
Test matches, she has scored 

just 38 runs at a poor average 
of 7.60 in five completed 

innings. Her bowling 
average, however, is 

fairly impressive as her 
9 wickets have cost her 

just 13.55 a piece.

Born at Moga in Punjab on 8 March 
1989 to Harmandar Singh Bhullar 
and Satwinder Kaur, Harmanpreet 
Kaur Bhullar marched into the 
Indian team a day before turning 
twenty, on 7 March 2009, in a One 
Day International against Pakistan, 
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CELEBRATE

Christina Surrao is a freelance 
writer from Chennai. She is 
passionate about technical 

and creative writing.

CHRISTINA SURRAO

A
ll around the world Christians 
whether young or old, await 
excitedly for this time of the 
year — Christmas, the birthday 

of Jesus Christ. It is a time of giving 
gifts because Christians consider 
Him as the greatest gift they have 
ever received. It is also a time of 
celebrations, sumptuous food and 
exchanging of gifts. Christmas 
is a time of grandeur, and not to 
forget good old Santa Claus in his 
magnificent sleigh carrying an 
enormous bag of fantastic gifts! 
But is Christmas only about this? 
Isn’t there something deeper and 
meaningful to this season? The 
answer is yes, there is.

Besides material gifts, Christmas 
is a time for sharing some 
extraordinary gifts — the gifts of 
Charity, Hope, Love, Kindness, 
Happiness and Peace. These gifts are 
within our hearts; we need to bring 
them out and share them. Sharing 
is caring, and our small intangible 
gifts could touch the lives of many 
people at this special time of the 
year. Sharing our extraordinary 
gifts is not limited to just a group of 
people. Neither the givers nor the 
receivers of these gifts are limited by 
their age, race, class or culture. These 
gifts are meant for everyone, to be 
wholeheartedly and freely given. 

When you look around, you will 
realize that we live in an imperfect 
world where we are trying to be 
perfect with the help of everything 
material. However, every person in 
this world is not spared from the 
drudgery of life — the pains and 
sorrows that accompany it. Would 
our material gifts completely satisfy 
the senses, permanently removing 
the scars of sadness especially from 
those whom we love? Never; because 
no matter what the material gift, it 
can never, touch, heal or alleviate 
the wounds of the mind or heart. It 
satisfies the senses only for a brief 
period of time, suppressing hidden 
sadness, after which the drudgery 
bounces back again. So is our gift 
worth it?

At Christmas time especially, 
when we generously share the gifts 
of Charity, Hope, Love, Kindness, 
Happiness and Peace, we are giving 
priceless treasures to people that 
no money can buy. These are the 

true gifts of Christmas that are often 
forgotten and lost in the festivities 
that encompass this Season. When 
we find people who are bogged 
down, let us generously share these 
intangible gifts with them and light 
up or even change their lives for the 
better. 

Gift Charity to the poor and 
needy; Hope to the hopeless; 
Love to the unloved, Kindness to 
the shunned; Happiness to the 
sorrowful; and Peace to the flustered. 
When we touch others’ lives, 
incomprehensibly, our lives too will 
be touched the same way, not just at 
Christmas but all through the year. 
Remember that, “What goes around 
comes around.” 

Wishing you all a Christmas that is 
Happy and Meaningful!
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MUSIC

A
rjun Kanungo is a popular name in the music 
industry for the last decade. The year has been a 
busy one for the 31-year-old who not only married 
his longtime girlfriend, Carla Dennis, but also 

released a full album of 12 songs, 11 of which were 
penned by him. 

The singer-actor recently performed at the Dublin 
Square, Phoenix Market City, Kurla, Mumbai, sending 
his growing number of fans into a tizzy with songs like 
Baaki Baatein Peene Baad, Ek Dafaa and many others. 

Prior to the performance, VERUS FERREIRA met the 
singer backstage to know more about his debut album 
and his plans for the future. Excerpts from the interview.

You recently released an album Industry. At a time 
when almost every singer is into singles, why did you 
decide to come up with a whole album?

The album took around nine months to make. I am 
releasing part two of my album soon, so I think it’s just 
the next step for an artist who’s been around as long as I 
have been. I’ve done so many singles and I am bored of 
doing singles as its more like making a hit song, where as 
in an album you get to tell the audience more about you, 

what’s the artist’s point of view, expressing his/her way 
altogether. It’s a bigger story, while a single is about one 
situation; an album is about the whole perspective.

You collaborated with international rapper Vault boy 
for Everything Sucks on your album. How did this 
happen?

Vault boy is the name of the artist who came up with 
the original song. It’s a big international hit, so I think I 
was very excited to be approached for the song. He got in 
touch with me and said that he just did a Korean version 
with Eric Nam and he wanted to do an Indian version. So 
we connected and it just happened. We did talk about it a 
few times, then he sent me the track I recorded my vocals 
here, we made a little lyric video for it and hopefully one 
day will make a music video for it. 

Which other songs make up the album? 

There’s Foto featuring Rashmeet Kaur. We also have 
Ilzaam which has become a big hit and got about 
50 million views, and it’s completely organic, it is a 
beautiful song. Singer KING has done an amazing job on 
this song. He’s always been a great collaborator. KING 
and I wrote the lyrics for the song together. There’s also 

Arjun Kanungo at 
Dublin Square, Phoenix 

Marketcity, Mumbai
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FESTIVALS

“A nation’s culture resides in the hearts and in the soul of its 
people.”                                                — Mahatma Gandhi

T
he Hornbill Festival is one of the most popular 
festivals of Nagaland, celebrated every year from 1st 
to 10th December. It is one of the largest celebrations 
of the indigenous warrior tribes of Nagaland and the 

most renowned celebration of the Nagas. Thousands of 
people gather to partake in the festivities which include 
drinking, eating, singing and dancing. The Naga people 
have a rich tradition of maintaining their unique heritage 
and customs. 

Nagaland is inhabited by 17 major tribes as well as 
sub-tribes. Each tribe is unique and is distinguished 
by its customs, language and attires. Each of the tribes 
and sub-tribes have their own ways of promoting their 
culture. In addition to their traditional ceremonial 
attire, which is different for each tribe, there are multi-
coloured spears, Daos with dyed goat’s hair, exotic 
headgear and ivory armlets, among other famous, 
traditional ornaments that the Nagas don and steal the 
show with. In the past, Naga fighters had to prove their 
bravery to wear these.

C. JOSEPH

The Land of Festivals
In spite of tremendous modernity entering into their 

lives, the Naga people have preserved their customs and 
legacy. Nagaland is called the ‘Land of Festivals’ and 
people living here have a fondness for commemorating 
and celebrating the deeds of their ancient warriors and 
folk heroes. Moreover, the medleys that immortalize love 
stories, folk tunes and gospel songs are also cherished. 

The Hornbill
This festival is named after the Hornbill, one of the 

most respected bird species in the state. Interestingly, 
the importance of the bird is reflected in several tribal 
cultural expressions, songs and dances. The folklore and 
songs sung during the entire Hornbill Festival depict the 
importance of this bird.

The Hornbill’s feathers were used to decorate the 
headgear of the Naga people and warriors. Initially, the 
government tried to persuade the people to stop hunting 
these birds and to preserve them, but their efforts were in 
vain. Due to extensive hunting, the hornbill reached the 
brink of extinction and that became an eye-opener for the 
Nagas.

Zeliang Naga tribesmen of Nagaland 
performing their traditional dance
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FUNNY BONE

Include your full name, age, school/college name.

EMAIL YOUR JOKES TO EDITORIAL@THETEENAGERTODAY.COM WITH SUBJECT LINE ‘JOKES’.

I just found out that my neighbourhood 
had a meeting about the crazy person 
on the block. It’s weird that they didn’t 
invite me.

An ant knocks on the door of a 
house. The owner opens the door.
“I want a place to stay,” said the ant. 
“I have a vacant room which you can 
occupy free of cost,” said the owner.
The ant went inside and occupied 
the vacant room.
After some days, the ant brought in 
another ant and said to the owner, 
“Can you allow this ant to stay with 
me?”
“Oh sure, and you don’t have to pay 
any rent,” said the owner. 
After some days, the ant brought one 
more ant and requested the owner 
to allow the ant to stay with it. The 
owner agreed without asking for 
any rent. This continued as the ant 
brought in one more and the owner 
agreed to it. One fine day, the ant 

Christmas Riddles
Who gives puppies Christmas presents?
Santa Paws.
Where do polar bears vote?
The North Poll.
How does a snowman lose weight?
He waits for the weather to get warmer.
What unit of measurement does Santa use?
Santametres.
What kind of ball doesn’t bounce?
A snowball.

brought in a tenth ant and requested 
the owner to allow him also to stay.
The owner said, “Okay, you can all 
stay here but you all need to pay 
rent.” 
Why did the owner ask for rent 
when the last ant came in? 
Because they were now tenants!

Knock, knock!
Who’s there?
Donut.
Donut who?
Donut open this present until 
Christmas!

I’m giving up eating chocolate for a 
month. Sorry, bad punctuation. I’m 
giving up. Eating chocolate for a month.

Me (sobbing my heart out, eyes 
swollen, nose red): “I can’t see you 
anymore. I’m not going to let you 
hurt me like this again.”
Personal trainer: “It was just a sit-
up… you did one sit-up!”

Teacher: “Johnny, define 
claustrophobia.”
Johnny: “Claustrophia is defined as 
the fear of Santa Claus.”

You are 
dismissed since 
you bully other 

students!

… we have to show 
you how we did it!

Sir, just don’t go 
away like that…

Airhostess: “Sir, would you like to 
have lunch?”
Passenger: “What are the choices?”
Airhostess: “Yes or No.”

A man was walking his two dogs. 
Neighbour: “What are their names?”
Man: “Rolex and Omega.”
Neighbour: “Wow, I have never 
heard those names for dogs.”
Man: “These are watchdogs!”

Kid (on phone): “Madam, my son 
will not come to school today.”
Teacher: “Who’s speaking?”
Kid: “My papa’s speaking!”

Sister: “What 
are you 
giving Mom 
and Dad for 
Christmas?”
Little brother: 
“A list of 
everything I 
want!”
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